Weth grateful appreciation 7 jondly necall can brief conversation at the
neception following the wedding of Elizabeth Bennet and Fityuwilliam
Dancy. Witk deetp satisfaction we skared comficlence in theor ongoing
objective good of marniage. You intimated that the jurtaposition of yowr
kotes and hagarnds moves you Yo deck outside counsel.

s 7 was about to nespond, Wn. Collins abruptly fresented kimsely
E ﬂ' o % !!on‘ hﬁ aé m! oao no m .El'a{éfd
arm, bnee and foof at dance. Thus ke swept-away you and owr
explonation, but only until 9 netwwned home to unite.

Generous co the enedit bowne by your stated joundation for soliciting my
opinions, It frompte my commendation of the employment of yowr sendes
and neadon i dpeculating as to catalysts for the union of M. and
Wns. Dancy. Fowever, 7 must demar as to yowr conclusions neganding
appreciatons than faclitatons.

Your nequest for my thoughts o wise and froper. Unwarmanted are your
entheatics for Jongiueness of any impropriely. To the contrary, 9 am



kononed by youwn uust, grateful for youwr friendehip, and challenged by

Many and varying are the motives and means for marniage, but what o
the inotitution s altimate, induinsle good? 9 begin with frank and
netwwn  beseeck you to enlighten me with cnitigue of my numinalions.

Poor Wr. and Wns. Bennet seem to share a maviiage in tattens. Y.
Bennet s disdain for kés wife seeps out in periodic emissions of cyniciom
and vony that are offen dinected at ke vexation. ¥fection o an
adhkesiue of marniage, and only a thin layer can be sufficient. Here 7

dee wone.

Wrs. Bennet maintains a lenuous gip on a weathered dkeletow of

concern. Ste desperately wants, and doggedly purncues, for them what
she henself most values, and yet lacks: wealth and social standing. On
budband. A ke seems to value in him ane what scance bones of utility

ke drops.



Yet offopning cannot be the contral good, and the sole mover, of

maiage. Tndtead, they are a fruct. “The goodness of the tree succeeds
2o yleld, Otherwise once the fruct depants the tree withers.

Do we find marital good in matenial nesoances o social standing?

Surnely a meacure of eack furthers marital kappiness, but contrary to
wide-opread belie), excess of ecther o wot the carrency of manctal good.,
clase distinction contribute nothing to marital defth, meaning and joy.

7 bnow ust why or how, but Mr. Funst kas litdle intenedt in his wife
and in theor marniage. Edther ke finds no satisfaction in & o the
Like all spouses, Wns. Fandt, incoitably encountered in hen mate some
of the okorteomings innate o humans, The tedt i in ker nesponse.
Fadled io ker mission o incrnease ks intelligence, carl kis appetites or
Fanot hae allowed bitterness and rnesentment to evode all ker esteem and
affection for Wr. Fandt. Patina encnucte her mettle.

Regrettably, a {altening of jortitude moved Chartotte Lucas to mary
bapless W, Colline. Dreading becoming a bunden to ber family,
Charlotte marvied a man that she does not love and cannot nespect,

Tnotead of embracing a husband, oke grasped for financial secwnity. 7o



tvade love for secunity o to acqutesce to impreisonment by fear. (harlotte
fernther evacebated hen predicament by ferceiving mariiage as @ merne
contractual transaction theneby basely wounding ts Dranscendence.

Fe bas yet to substantially open kimsel) to kis wife and intormingle
thecr pendons. ‘Without openmess thene can be wo neception. Without
be no frogress. M. (Collins éo on counse to nemain whene ke co;
wowbhere.

The Bennet, Funst and (olline mariages demonstrate that menely being
mariied o no nealization or guarnantor of good. Still, despite these
dpouse s fredicaments, good can emenge thnough void and eack retains
the frospect.

FHome improvements nemain of ualue even & made for a uant gues?.
contemplating foolential sfouses and free-marviage nomances. Predence

Young Many Bennet, frossess a latent and vague affinity toward
and accomplichment. One must extend an open palm to take the hand of



anothen. Libe a covtain great author, ker work may one day become a
suppressed lamentation of ometrievally lost opportunity.

Lydéa and Catherine Bennet negard men as one drawing nectar from a
peack while expelling the pulle. They so crave the sweetness of nomance
that they are uscefitible to fongoing the fiber of marviage. Tn an

4 wo stvanger o kés modus operandi, 7 need not tell you that Mr.
George Weckham & a manauding reaper of money and fleasune. 4
sevial beaw manipulating othens to unuittingly aid bim. Preying wpon
plucks antil the fruit ohnivels, then ke olithens on.

Thene co a hkusband’s kappiness, a wife's happiness and the happiness
that they chare. “The exclusive pancuit of subjective satisfaction éo not a
good of marniage. Within the heart of) love co delf- géving, wot sely-

of 0w dear Eliyabeth and Fityguwilliam. Theor wnion (s an expression of
koge, a bold froclamation that mariiage can be done, and done well.



Wheene in the Dancy marviage might we find the inostitution’'s wltimate
good? Docs it neside in pensonal attributes? Though nelther o perfect,
good - mannens. rén extovent able to think with her own head, Elizabeth
és aldo attractive, lively, and witty. Fitywilliam o a bandsome and
tononalble introvent able to frovide for all they may ever need, or want.
Yet, pensonal assets and attributes fossessed frion te marniage cannol
be a good produced of mariiage.

Pardon the dignession, but from whence oniginate personal attnibutes? 7o
¢ from pensonal kuman actionl From fate? From Providence? Why are
some buoyed while othens burdened?

Let me no longen laden you with superflusus language groping ts
Thus, 7 leat to my conclusion. Tanital good o nealiyed wia the
transcendent frerfection.

Eligabeth and Figyuwilliam begin life together with vintue. Eack
lempenately ovencame blind frejudice and divisive freide to fortuitously
ferseverne in frudently seeing the other as they really are and to justly
glve what o due. Fumility will oen them to thetr marniage as a vekicle

for fanthening frogress. (ommitment will bind them to a friendshits of



wisslon. (hanity will transpont them to Dranscendence. The good (s in

A 7 amote, bope yet abides for the wives and kusbands of the Bennet,
Fanot and Colling households. +Pn earnedt spouse in an unreguited
mamiiage lacks the bneadth of manital fiendolicp. Still, latent
possdbilities awacs, Like eanly Spring enocuses emenging thinough snow
2o Uoom, Pranscendence can arise from the depths of gucet, charitable,
long - suffering.

faithiul friend and confidant,



